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REQUEST FOR CONTINUED EXAMINATION AND PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



A Request for Continued Examination is hereby being filed with the present 
Amendment in reply to the outstanding Fmal Office Action dated August 13, 2002. A 
Notice of Appeal was filed in this case on February 6, 2003, together with the required 
three-month extension of time request and fee under 37 C-F.R. § 1.136 to extend the 
period of response to February 13, 2003. Please consider the present Request for 
Continued Examination as a request to withdraw the case from appeal. 

The Notice of Appeal was received by the USPTO on February 1 1 , 2003, thus 
making the Appeal Brief due on April 1 1 , 2003. Therefore, a three-month extension of 
time is being requested hereby and the appropriate fee under 37 CF.R § 1 . 1 7 is being 
filed herewith to make the present Request for Continued Examination due on July 1 1 , 
2003. if any further extension of time or additional fees for the accompanying response 



INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 



Dear Sir: 



Received from < 864 250 2394 > at 10/24J03 2:31:05 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



MULL I NS 



54 2gO 2394 



are required, Applicant requests that this be considered a petition therefor. The 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees, which may be 
required to Deposit Account 50-2548. 
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